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HAZWOPER

The Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response Standard
(HAZWOPER) applies to employers and workers who are exposed or
potentially exposed to hazardous substances. The HAZWOPER
Standard is designed to safeguard the safety and health of hazardous
waste site workers and emergency response personnel.

This standard also establishes methods and procedures for
recognizing, evaluating and controlling hazardous substances.

A written HAZWOPER plan must state:

(0]

exactly what chemicals are on the site based on surveys
performed before any cleanup begins;

exactly how chemicals in the air will be measured;
exactly how the cleanup work will be done;

exactly how information about the chemicals on site will be
shared with workers;

exactly what special suits and other protective gear are
needed;

exactly how to clean off or decontaminate suits when you leave
the work area;

exactly what kind of doctor’s exams, if any, are needed; and

exactly what to do if there is a spill, fire, or other emergency on
the site.

Basically, every section of the HAZWOPER plan should explain what to
do, where to do it, when it needs to be done, who will do it, and how to

do it.

Instructor Tips

Review your
company’s
written
HAZWOPER
plan with
workers.

Emphasize to
workers that
they should
review MSDS
sheets for the
shop or job site
prior to
performing
work in a
hazardous
environment.
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Reference: OSHA 29 CFR 1910.120; 1926.65, Appendix A




